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2011 FSA County Committee  
 

COC Election Nominations 

The election of agricultural producers to 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 

committee starts with the nomination of 

eligible candidates. The election will be for 

a person to represent LAA5.   LAA 5 

consists of land from the New Mexico 

border to 1 mile past Guthrie limiting the 

area to approximately 2 miles on each side 

of the river.  

To become a nominee, eligible 

individuals must sign nomination form 

FSA-669A. The form includes a statement 

that the nominee agrees to serve if elected. 

This form is available at USDA Service 

Centers and online at:  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File

/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 

Nomination forms for the 2011 election 

must be postmarked or received in the 

local USDA Service Center by close of 

business on Aug. 1, 2011.   
Agricultural producers who participate 

or cooperate in an FSA program may be 

nominated for candidacy for the county 

committee. Individuals may nominate 

themselves or others as a candidate. 

Additionally, organizations representing 

minority and women farmers or ranchers 

may nominate candidates. Nomination 

forms are filed for the county committee of 

the office that administers a producer’s 

farm records.   

 

Disaster Assistance 
 

The Farm Service Agency would like to 

remind crop and livestock producers 

throughout states that have recently 

experienced severe damage from flooding, 

wildfires and tornadoes that FSA programs 

are available to assist with recovery.  

FSA administers several important 

programs that help producers recover from 

disaster damage and livestock deaths. 

Among the key programs available to address 

impacts from disasters are the Emergency 

Conservation Program (ECP), the Livestock 

Indemnity Program (LIP), Emergency 

Assistance for Livestock,  

 

 

Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program 

(ELAP), the Noninsured Disaster Assistance 

Program (NAP) and the Supplemental Revenue 

Assistance Payments (SURE) Program.  

Fact sheets for all of these programs can be 

found at www.fsa.usda.gov; click on 

Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.  

We encourage all who have suffered a 

disaster due to the recent severe weather 

conditions to read the fact sheets and visit the 

local FSA county office so they get a quick 

start in the recovery process.   
 

 

Crop Reporting 
 

The annual requirement of reporting to the 

FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, 

acreage reporting, or crop certification.  Filing 

an accurate and timely report for all crops and 

land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent 

loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service 

Agency programs. All cropland on the farm 

must be reported to receive benefits from the 

Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, 

marketing assistance loans and Load 

Deficiency Payments. 
 
The certification form FSA-578, Report of 
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a 
farm, whether idle or planted. The producer 
certification deadline for all crops except small 
grains is July 15, 2011 
 

Small grains can still be certified by paying 

a late file fee and providing proper 

documentation.  
 
 

CRP & NAP Certification 
 

Conservation Reserve Program acreage 

must be reported to receive annual rental 

payments. And, crop acreage for Non-insured 

Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) must 

also be reported.  
 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prevented Planting: 

Prevented planting is to be reported no 

later than 15 calendar days after the final 

planting date. Failure to report prevented 

planting acreage could result in loss of 

benefits for the SURE program or possibly 

other disaster assistance programs. 

Failed Acreage: 

Reports of failed acreage must be filed 

before disposition of the crop, and 

producers must be able to establish to the 

satisfaction of the county committee that 

the crop failed and was prevented from 

being replanted through the normal 

planting period because of natural disaster 

conditions. 

 
Sodbusting 

 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware 

that if they use highly erodible land for 
crop production without proper 
conservation measures, they risk losing 
eligibility to participate in Farm Service 
Agency programs. 

Before producers clear, plow or 
otherwise prepare areas not presently under 
crop production for planting, they are 
required to file an AD-1026, indicating the 
area to be brought into production. 

If Natural Resources Conservation 
Service indicates that the area will be 
highly erodible land, the producer will be 
required to develop and implement a 
conservation plan on the affected acreage, 
before bringing land into production. 

 

GIS 
As part of a program to digitally map 

the nation’s farms and fields, the United 

States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

has established the Common Land Unit 

(CLU) as a standardized GIS (Geographic 

Information Systems) data layer that has 

allowed mapping to be integrated easily on 

a nationwide basis. The Farm Service 

Agency manages this CLU data layer 

through a distributed database environment 

for all field service centers throughout the 

country.  

Using GIS provides for more consistent 

and more accurate land measurements, 

such as field acreage and acreage 

boundaries of conservation practices, such 

as riparian buffers. With high quality 

digital imagery, new land use changes 

(farm transfers and land subdivisions) can 

be easily updated. Maps can be created in 

either paper or digital format for FSA 

customers or the public.    

More information about the Common Land 

Unit and NAIP imagery can be found by  

visiting on-line, APFO (Aerial Photography 

Field Office) at www.apfo.usda.gov. 

 
Controlled Substances 

Program participants convicted under 

federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, 

growing, producing, harvesting or storing a 

controlled substance are ineligible for program 

payments and benefits. 

If convicted of one of these offensives, the 

program participant shall be ineligible during 

that crop year and the four succeeding crop 

years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, 

price support loans, loan deficiency payments, 

market loan gains, storage payments, farm 

facility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster 

Assistance Program payments or disaster 

payments. 

Program participants convicted of any 

federal or state offense consisting of the  

distribution (trafficking) of a controlled 

substance shall, at the discretion of the court, 

be ineligible for any or all program payments 

and benefits: 

 for up to 5 years after the first conviction 

 for up to 10 years after the second 

conviction 

 permanently for a third or subsequent 

conviction. 

Program participants convicted of federal or 

state offense for the possession of a controlled 

substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion 

of the court, for any or all program benefits, as 

follows: 

 up to 1 year upon the first conviction 

 up to 5 years after a second or subsequent 

conviction. 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the 

process of combining or dividing farms or 

tracts of land based on the farming operation.  

Remember, to be effective for the current year, 

recons must be requested by Aug. 1 for farms 

enrolled in specific programs. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.apfo.usda.gov/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates to Remember 

July 15 
Deadline to report acres except 

PP acres and small grain 

1 Aug 
COC Nomination Due in 

County Office 

1 Aug 
. Reconstitutions Request  

Deadline 

1 Sept. 
2010 ACRE Certification 

Deadline 

Continues 
Continuous Conservation 

Reserve program 

       

Dates to Remember 

Sept 1, 2011 crustaceans, stock flowers, and garlic to 

insure 

Oct 31, 2011 Alfalfa, Barley, Cantaloupe, native 

grass, honeydews, lettuce, rye, and 

wheat to insure  

Nov 20, 2011 apples, apricots, cherries, honey, 

peaches, pears, pistachios, plums and 

watermelon to insure 
Nov 30, 2010 Potatoes to insure 

Jan 31, 2011 Alfalfa Mix, Cucumbers, grapes, 

Bermuda and Sudan Grass Basil Herbs, 

Jojoba, Pecans, and Chili Peppers to 

insure 

Jan 31 2012 
 Livestock assistance program 

deadline 
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FSA Signature Policy 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity 

Credit Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available 

unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.  

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for 

partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities.   

Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage 

Facility Loan documents. 

For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact your local FSA office.   

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 


